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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 11/30/06, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejections are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 ; or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 
1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

2. Claims 1-30 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
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invention. In claim 1 , applicant claimed a header in an electronic mail has capability of 
monitoring the changes of the other portion (variable meta-data information) of the 
electronic mail variable meta-data information. "Monitoring" should be a process, which 
can be implemented for either periodically collecting certain information or detecting the 
changes occurred in the system, however, the specification only has one sentence 
mentioned that the header links changed when the variable meta-data information is 
rewritten (p. 6, lines 3-5), there is no any explanation for how can a header link 
automatically changed in a electronic mail even if the another portion of the electronic 
mail has been rewritten. 

5. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The claim language in the following claims is not clearly understood. 

It is not clear the relationship between variable meta-data information and 
the electronic mail data. In claim 1 , applicant claims that the variable-meta 
information identifying a location of the electronic mail data, i.e., the variable- 
meta information is address link of the electronic mail data. Furthermore, in the 
following claims 2-7, applicant discloses a header, which including sender' and 
receiver's link, monitoring the changes of variable-meta information. But 
applicant does not mention any other link which could be related to variable-meta 
information, based on the claim language, the only one explanation is the 



Application/Control Number: 09/880,488 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 4 



variable-meta information actually is link of either sender or receiver or both, the 
changes of variable-meta information refer to the changes of receiver's or 
sender's link. Additionally, applicant does not disclose the other step after 
monitoring step, it makes the purpose of monitoring is uncertain, because it is 
common knowledge in the art that the sender/receiver's link is changeable. 

B. Claims 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the 
steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted steps are: the reason or condition for 
rewriting the meta-data information. The claim does no show any reason why the meta- 
data information has to be rewritten after the system attempting to deliver the electronic 
mail file. 

Corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams (US 7,055,091). 
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8. As per claim 1, Williams teaches the invention substantially as claimed including 
a data structure for an electronic mail file comprising a single file including [410, 420, 
430 etc. Fig. 4] combined electronic mail data [412, Fig. 4] and variable meta-data 
information [i.e., contents of the web page whose URL is 414 of Fig. 4]; and a header 
[414, Fig. 4] with link to information capable of monitoring changes in the variable meta- 
data information, the information additionally capable of identifying a location of the 
electronic mail data within electronic mail file [col. 5, line 17 - col. 6, line 7; col. 7, lines 
33-61]. 

Williams does not specifically divide the contents in the e-mail file in two portions. 
However, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to divide the e-mail file in two portions based upon the teaching 
of Williams' reference because doing so would make an e-mail file being viewed by user 
easily by organizing the e-mail file in less complicated and neat format. 

9. As per claims 2-4, Williams teaches the header includes a link to a start of the 
electronic mail data, a link to an electronic mail sender [414, Fig. 4; col. 7, lines 21-32] 
and a link to an electronic mail recipient [inherent, i.e., recipient's address]. 

10. As per claims 5 and 6, Williams teaches the header operates as an encoder and 
monitors changes to the variable meta-data information [col. 7, lines 33-61]. 



11. As per claim 6, Williams teaches the header operates as an encoder and 
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monitors a location of the electronic mail data within the file [col. 7, lines 33-61]. 

12. As per claim 7, Williams teaches the meta-data information is referenced in the 
header [col. 7, lines 33-61]. 

13. As per claims 8-12, since they are method claims of claims 1-7, they are rejected 
for the same basis as claims 1-7 above. 

14. As per claims 13-18, since they are computer program claims of claims 1-7, they 
are rejected for the same basis as claims 1-7 above. 

15. As per claims 19-25, since they disclose the same limitation as claims 1-7 from 
different prospect (i.e., sender and receiver), they are rejected for the same basis as 
claims 1-7 above. 

16. As per claims -30, since they are system claims of clams 1-7, they are rejected 
for the same basis as claims 1-7 above. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Higley (US 6,687,742) disclose an email system. 



Application/Control Number: 09/880,488 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2154 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinsong Hu whose telephone number is (571) 272-3965. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should . 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




March 15, 2007 



